Advent Reading #3 for 2015
Theme: The Invisible War: Conflicting Kings and Kingdoms
Week 3 (December 13)
The Fall of Man
Gen 3
1 Now the serpent was more shrewd than any of the wild animals
that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Is it really true
that God said, ‘You must not eat from any tree of the orchard’?” 2
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit from the
trees of the orchard; 3 but concerning the fruit of the tree that is in
the middle of the orchard God said, ‘You must not eat from it, and
you must not touch it, or else you will die.’” 4 The serpent said to the
woman, “Surely you will not die, 5 for God knows that when you eat
from it your eyes will open and you will be like divine beings who
know good and evil.”
6 When the woman saw that the tree produced fruit that was good
for food, was attractive to the eye, and was desirable for making one
wise, she took some of its fruit and ate it. She also gave some of it to
her husband who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of
both of them opened, and they knew they were naked; so they
sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.
11 And the Lord God said, “Who told you that you were naked? Did
you eat from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12
The man said, “The woman whom you gave me, she gave me some
fruit from the tree and I ate it.” 13 So the Lord God said to the
woman, “What is this you have done?” And the woman replied, “The
serpent tricked me, and I ate.”
14 The Lord God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all the wild beasts
and all the living creatures of the field!
On your belly you will crawl
and dust you will eat all the days of your life.
15 And I will put hostility between you and the woman
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and between your offspring and her offspring;
her offspring will attack your head,
and you will attack her offspring’s heel.”
Isa 9
2 (9:1) The people walking in darkness
see a bright light;
light shines
on those who live in a land of deep darkness.
3 You have enlarged the nation;
you give them great joy.
They rejoice in your presence
as harvesters rejoice;
as warriors celebrate when they divide up the plunder.
6 For a child has been born to us,
a son has been given to us.
He shoulders responsibility
and is called:
Extraordinary Strategist,
Mighty God,
Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.
7 His dominion will be vast
and he will bring immeasurable prosperity.
He will rule on David’s throne
and over David’s kingdom,
establishing it and strengthening it
by promoting justice and fairness,
from this time forward and forevermore.
The Lord’s intense devotion to his people will accomplish this.
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